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FROM THE EDITOR | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


Cheer Up, Kiddo 


It’s the first time in my adult life that I truly 
have no clue what life will look like one year 
from now. The virus; the unrest; the election— 
we've found ourselves at a good, old-fashioned 
tipping-point. 

'The economic recession of 2008 was gut- 
wrenching, but I could internalize the probable 
shortterm outcome: Still poor. Not ideal, but 
it's something to look down the road towards. 
You can prepare, at least mentally, when it's 
the markets that are collapsing. The verge of 
societal collapse, however, is where things get 
vastly more complicated. 

Ilive in Minneapolis' third precinct. Before 
late May, I had never referred to my neighbor- 
hood by that moniker. It's Longfellow. For the 
past four months, any mention of the area re- 
fers to the name given to local the police pre- 
cinct—the one that was torched during rioting 


that followed George Floyd's killing. 

Overnight, my neighborhood changed 
forever. Target? Destroyed. Grocery store? 
Destroyed. The police station, liquor store, res- 
taurants, and an entire strip mall? Destroyed. 
Whatever mail I had at the Post Office is still 
there, under a pile of rubble. Visual devasta- 
tion came with an instant spike in crime that 
still looms large today. Firework blasts and 
the sounds of high-revving, straight-piped en- 
gines cut through the night air, drowning out 
the sounds of the nearby light rail train station. 
No matter the hour, there's an overall sense of 
lawlessness. 

One year from now, will those riots be the 
worst, or just the first? What upcoming events 
will spawn which reactive behavior(s)? Four 
months on, and no one is talking about rebuild- 
ing; a lot of my neighborhood is still dotted by 


the gutted carcasses or piled-remains of former 
businesses. It's beyond sad. 

Downtown has spent the last decade build- 
ing high-rise housing, targeting an audience 
that may no longer exist. In Minneapolis alone, 
sixteen Fortune 500 companies sent their work- 
ers home; dozens of businesses have moved, or 
have closed altogether. Downtown was already 
hurting before it too had a turn with social un- 
rest—now it's anemic. 

We're in a dark chapter. This isn't the end of 
the story, it's just part of it. How we as Minneso- 
tans react to our reality is just as meaningful as 
the way we got here. Mutual respect and a vac- 
cine. That's the antidote. A clear solution that 
has an [unclear] path leading up to it. We're at 
the point of no return, and that's a good thing. 
No one wants to go backwards—for ward is the 
way out. I can't wait to know what that means. I 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Searching for Avalon 


As the lights go out all over, I read for es- 
cape and to find lessons in the past intimating a 
brighter future. I looked back again at Barbara 
Tuchman’s A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 
14th Century. 

'Tuchman wove her narrative about a histori- 
cal figure, the last of a noble French line, Enguer- 
rand VII (1340-1397) linking and making more 
personal events that happened during that tumul- 
tuous time. 

Enguerrand VII, throughout his 56 years 
seemed constantly to be out on campaign, or us- 
ing his steady head to intercede in complicated 
matters of state—both in France and England 
during the decades of the Hundred Years War. Fi- 
nally, having advised against it, he campaigned in 
it, and survived the debacle of the crusader Battle 
of Nicopolis on 25 September, 1396. Defeated by 
the Turks under Sultan Bayezid I (aka "Light- 
ning," “Thunderbolt”), and for the first time in his 
life was captured. With hundreds of others, hands 
tied, stripped to their shirts and barefoot, he was 
marched the 350 miles from the Bulgarian battle- 


ground to Gallipoli, where, as Tuchman points 
out, had they looked across the sea, they would 
have glimpsed Troy, scene of earlier triumphs 
and tragedies. They were moved further inland to 
isolated Bursa, resting place for Enguerrand VII, 
Sire de Coucy and Count of Soissons.. 

But a slender thread wove beyond Enguer- 
rand's death. Marie de Bar, his eldest daughter, 
and his widow, Dame de Coucy, sparred over the 
inheritance; other entanglements threatened, al- 
lowing Louis d'Orléans to buy the Barony from 
Marie. Louis's death in 1408, left the prize to his 
son, Charles d'Orléans, and when his son became 
King Louis XII, the barony passed to the Crown. 

Time passed...upheaval in England 1399 
... 1415 Henry V invaded France, crushing the 
French at Agincourt; War savvy trumped chival- 
ry...France's feeble Dauphin followed, as Jeanne 
d'Arc's voices raised the Siege of Orléans and he 
reigned competently as Charles VII ... French 
recovered lost territory, leaving only Calais in 
English hands ...Wars of the Roses...Gutenberg 
prints Vulgate Bible 1456... 


And Coucy's thread? Marie's son, Robert de 
Bar's daughter Jeanne married Louis de Lux- 
emburg, Constable of France, and her daughter 
married a Bourbon descendant from St. Louis. 
Their grandson, Antoine de Bourbon, married 
Jeanne d'Albert, Queen of Navarre, and their is- 
sue became Henri IV. The same Henri who was 
called ‘Good” and “the Great." The Henri who 
when offered a new job, quipped, "Paris is worth 
a mass." 

Until Nicopolis, Enguerrand VII had led a 
good life, at least what we can see from our 600- 
year remove, while thousands of peasants died 
or were ruined during this “calamitous century" 
through plague, famine, and crushing taxes. 
'They held no expectations of the future. Of En- 
guerrand's death-bed codicil Tuchman comment- 
ed, “Coucy’s grasp at perpetuity was no more suc- 
cessful than most." 

Perhaps there is no certain optimism to be 
gleaned from studying human history. We don't 
learn; we repeat. ГЇЇ keep reading, but the light's 
getting dimmer. ll 
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ARTS & CULTURE | COMING ATTRACTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


Gaming with Friends 
While Miles Apart 


While gaming is fun, one thing is for certain: gaming with friends is 
even more fun. Over the last few weeks I've started streaming on Twitch 
and have been thoroughly enjoying it. Гуе been able to connect with old 
friends and even make a ton of news ones. The LGBTQIA community 
on that platform is so welcoming. With that, I’ve been able to play some 
really fun team games that have been keeping my spirits high during this 
pandemic. 


AMONG US 


Download on Steam 

Are you a good liar? Can 
you keep a straight face? Then 
Among Us is probably a game 
you'll want to check out first. 
The design is adorable, star- 
ring you and your friends as 
little space workers, all running 
around a ship completing vari- 
ous tasks. Sounds easy enough, 
right? Wrong. There is an imposter among you who will stop at nothing 
to make sure they are the last one standing by killing the rest of you. The 
imposter is able to travel quicker through the vent system to avoid detec- 
tion. If you see a dead body, report it fast and then start debating and 
divulging information on where everyone was to vote out the imposter 
before they get you next! 


DEAD BY DAYLIGHT 


Download on Steam 

Dead by Daylight is a game 
that is having a bit of a resur- 
gence right now with gamers. 
It originally came out back in 
2016, but earlier this year it was 
free for a limited time. Many 
streamers and players grabbed 
it while they could and it's be- 
come one of the top games on 
the Steam download list. This asymmetric, survival-horror video game 
is a one versus four online-multiplayer game, where one is a brutal killer 
and the other are four survivors trying to escape. As a survivor, your job 
is to avoid the killer and fix various generators to bring power back to the 
escape door. As the killer, your job is simple, kill everyone and sacrifice 
them to a mysterious force known as the Entity. 

What's fun about Dead By Daylight is the extra downloadable content 
you can purchase. This content actually brings your favorite horror mov- 
ies to the game including Halloween, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, A 
Nightmare on Elm Street and even Stranger Things. 


DECEIT 


Download on Steam 

Maybe you want to take 
the thrilling anxiety inducing N N А 
themes of Dead by Daylight ۸ ) (4 
and the learning to trust some vA /\ N X. 

` - 

while betraying others mechan- KVA 
ics of Among Us, then down- AAN 
load Deceit. This game is all 
about escaping the surround- 
ing area that you just woke up 
in, by making sure you can 
keep the lights on long enough. 
However, something hunts you 
the minute a blackout starts 
and it could be your best friend. 
А third of your group is infected 
with a virus however when the lights are on, everyone looks like a hu- 
man. If you're infected, lie your way out of traps and keep the others off 
your tail. If you're a human, stay alive or kill the infected before they get 
to you first. 


FALL GUYS 


Download on Steam 

If you're not into horror and 
lying but prefer something that 
will make you laugh and enjoy 
your night, then Fall Guys is 
one I would suggest. Fall Guys 
can also be played with friends 
as you compete in an all out 
battle royale for the coveted 
crown. The first round starts 
with 60 players as they com- 
pete through team based mini 
games, obstacle courses and 
more. Each round, players get 
eliminated until only one re- 
mains. What's extra fun about 
this game is the visual aspect. 
The bright colors, fun sounds and jellybean-like figures make for a bright 
environment that truly will bring a smile on anyone's face. 

As you complete mini games, you'll gain experience that you can use 
to purchase in game cosmetics. Dressing your jellybean character as a 
pigeon and watching him roll down a hill is the funniest thing I've seen 
all year and it's brought me many hours of laughter. I 


10 | LAVENDER | SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 7, 2020 


BOWLING! 
Cosmic Bowling Fri & Sat! i 


Private or semi-private room 
reservations accepted. 
Social distancing compliant in all areas 
of bowling, bar, & restaurant. 


* Uptown Fitness is open and 
training members in person again. 


* We have always specialized in 
small group training. Our maximum 
of 4 members with a coach still 
stands and is perfect for the new 
normal of social distancing. 


* We have the procedures and 
protocols in place to be the safest, 
best and most results-oriented 
gym around 


* We're about serving the community. 
We believe in inclusivity, and believe 
racism and hate have no place 

in this world. 


* Call or visit our website to schedule 
your "No Sweat Intro" to get started. 


612-315-4152 1207 Lagoon Ave. 


www.uptownfitnessmn.com Minneapolis 
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301 N Washington Ave. 
Minneapolis 
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BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Wagner's Greenhouses and Garden Center 
has had to change to adhere to COVID-19 
restrictions, but that hasn't stopped them 
from delivering beautiful plants to their 
diverse clientele. 


I'm a plant person. I have rows and rows of plants lining my living 
room, enjoying the sunlight from one of the many bright West-facing 
windows. I think of my plants as family members (yes, they all have 
names, so what?) because I care for them, and they care for me. Es- 
pecially during the dark winter months, nothing cheers me up like my 
borderline-greenhouse living room. 

I genuinely believe that plants make us happier people, and in a year 
as terrible as this one, during which I spend all of my time at home, mi- 
nus short walks with my dog around the block and trips to the grocery 
store—plants are even more of a necessity now than ever before. 

Luckily, plant stores and garden centers have been able to safely re- 
open during the coronavirus pandemic. At Wagner's Greenhouses and 
Garden Center, many precautions have been taken to keep customers 
safe while also providing the very best greenery. 

^We are adhering to the Minnesota Department of Agriculture guide- 
lines (most customers think I am joking when I tell them we are man- 
dated to do these procedures), which include one-way traffic flow in our 
stores, disinfecting registers after every customer/reducing in-person 
payment transactions (we currently are not accepting cash), shortened 
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Photos courtesy of Wagner's Greenhouses 


Continued on page 14 
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store hours, limiting the number of custom- 
ers at peak times, spreading out the checkout 
lines to allow for six-foot spacing, less customer 
service staff on the sales floor to eliminate ex- 
tra people in a smaller space, and introducing 
a new online web store to offer everything at 
your fingertips—without coming into the gar- 
den center," says Julie Wagner, store manager 
of the Minneapolis location. 

In a normal, non-coronavirus year, Wag- 
ner says they offer custom container planting, 
transplanting of houseplants purchased that 
day, and repotting (sizing up containers) of 
houseplants that customers have brought in. 
They also offer design advice and delivery of 
everything in the store. 

Wagner's main, year-round store is located 
in South Minneapolis at 6024 Penn Ave S. This 
location is also home to their growing range 
and wholesale offices, and it serves as a ship- 
ping facility for their wholesale products busi- 
ness, which is located in Hugo, MN. 

“We grow all of our own annuals and veg- 
etables that we sell in our stores. We also grow 
alarge amount of our perennials as well," Wag- 
ner says. “We have a very large selection of 
indoor containers and plants, perfect for spruc- 
ing up new or drab areas of place that need a 
little something extra. We take pride in that 
we are able to grow our own plants right here 
in Minneapolis. With the exclusion of tropical 
plants and green foliage plants that grow all 
winter in much warmer places than here, we 
grow 95 percent of the annuals we sell. You're 
literally buying 'direct from the farm." 

As Wagner pointed out, Minnesota offers a 
very short window of time for growing outdoor 
or tropical plants. But indoor plants and vegeta- 
bles are always a welcome sight in any home. 

"Indoor plants are a massive growing cate- 
gory and have been on the rise for a few years. 
'This year more than ever, we've been forced to 
distance ourselves and shelter at home, which 
leads to finally have time to redo the areas 
of the house you've always wanted to do but 
never have had the time," Wagner says. "That 
freshen-up is instantly linked to plants, many of 
which have air purifying qualities as well!" 

Whether you're a landscaper, gardening 
professional, or simply want to add some color 
to your home to liven up your days in quaran- 
tine, Wagner's Greenhouses and Garden Cen- 
ter is ready to help with whatever you might 
need. 

For more information about Wagner's, visit 
wagnergreenhouses.com. I 
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**Good for one use. Restrictions may apply. Not valid with any other offer. Tune-up or inspection must be performed by 10/31/20. 
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Photos courtesy-of House Lift Remodelers 


LIFT YOUR H 


USE, 


LIFT YOUR SPIRITS 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Spruce up your quarantine by updating 

your home with House Lift Inc., a 

Minneapolis-based home remodeling 

contractor. 

September marks the ninth month of the coronavirus pandemic, 
which has taken nearly 200,000 lives and infected millions of people in 


the United States. As the virus continues its relentless rage through our 
country, many people continue buckling down in their homes—a.k.a. the 
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place where they now sleep, eat, work, spend their free time, and com- 
municate with friends and family via phone or video call. Since we're all 
likely spending quite a bit more time in our homes this year than we 
might have anticipated (except for the valiant front-line workers who risk 
their lives serving the rest of us), I can't think of a better time than now 
to give our living spaces a little extra TLC. 

Do you love to cook or bake? Do you find relaxation in a warm bath af- 
ter along day of work? Do you enjoy getting lost in your favorite television 
show while curled up on the couch? Whatever space in your home is your 
sanctuary (or maybe all of them), House Lift Inc. can help you transform 
your home into a place you won't mind spending quarantine in. 


^We are a residential general contractor engaged in all forms of build- 
ing and remodeling, from additions to your home, to updates on your 
basement, bathroom, kitchen, deck, porch, and more," says House Lift 
Inc. President Randy Korn. “While House Lift serves the seven-county 
Metro area, our primary focus is south of both downtown Minneapolis 
and downtown St. Paul, to the southern and western suburbs." 

House Lift Inc. has been breathing new life into homes around the 
Twin Cities since 1991, when a computer programmer who was inter- 
ested in the remodeling industry decided to launch House Lift Inc. from 
his home with the help of two carpenters. 

^We seamlessly blend old with new to create a safe, comfortable, 
better-functioning home. We have in-house carpentry staff, a project 
manager, an architect, and designers. Our sub-contractors have been 
with us for many years and excel in their fields of specialty," says Korn. 

Korn says they have ways of heating and covering the ground if they 
need to do any digging on additions, provided they know about the proj- 
ect before the ground freezes, making winter projects doable. 

“Once the hectic holiday season is over, January is the perfect time 
for us to start a myriad of projects," he adds. 

While House Lift Inc. can handle all sorts of projects, Korn says their 
specialties include kitchen remodels with a bump-out for a mudroom, a 
second-story dormer addition to turn a bedroom into a full master suite 
with a walk-in closet and bathroom, rear and side-yard one to three-story 
additions, or adding a full second story to a rambler or 1.5-story home. 

Whatever the project might be, Korn says he always recommends 
beginning with a specific budget in mind. 

"Start with a budget in mind and have as many of your options se- 
lected prior to your project start date. Remodeling can be challenging to 
say the least. Be prepared to live with the mess, noise, and complications 
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that can happen during a remodel,” he says. 

He also says you'll want to me sure you've 
shut off the water to outside faucets before be- 
ginning a project. Occasionally, they will also 
need you to clear the snow from your roof. 

Regarding trends, Korn says he's seen 
an uptick in folks looking to have their base- 
ments remodeled or to build small additions, 
which one can only assume has to do with the 
increase in people working from home during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

^We are finishing a lot of basements and 
small additions to create more usable space 
for working and teaching from home, and 
with more people at home more often, adding 
another bath has become a popular project," 
Korn says. "Your home should leave you feel- 
ing happy, safe, and comfortable." 

Fun fact about House Lift Inc.: the compa- 
ny's building, which is located at 4330 Nicol- 
let Ave., used to be the original home of Flyte 
'Tyme Productions, the recording studio where 
Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis produced the mu- 
sic of greats like Janet Jackson, New Edition, 
Human League, and more. 

For more information about House Lift Inc., 
visit houseliftinc.com. I 
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ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS AUCTION” 


BIINSP::T0 AM * LUNCH AVAILABLE 


2COINS- CURRENCY- CHOICE JEWELRY" 


“MUSICAL INSTURMENTS * COLLECTIBLES & MORE" 


www.proxibid.com/jpc 
AS PERTHE GOVERNORS EMERGENCY EXECUTIVE ORDER 


(MASKS & HAND DISINFECTANT WILL BE PROVIDED) 
CASH! GOOD CHECK! VISA! M/C! DISCOVER! AMERICAN EXPRESS! 
15% BUYERS PREMIUM IN HALL (A 2 7 % DISCOUNT OFF BUYERS PREMIUM WITH 
PAYMENT WITH GOOD CHECK OR CASH). ALL ITEMS ARE SOLD “AS-IS”! 
NO GUARANTEES OR WARRANTIES ARE GIVEN OR IMPLIED! 
SHAKOPEE AMERICAN LEGION 1266 1ST AVENUE EAST * SHAKOPEE, MN. 
JAMES PETERSON CO. LLC 
P.0. BOX 24735 * EDINA, MN. 
TEL: 612-231-5999 * EMAIL: Imauctnr@yahoo.com 


| атое Domen / Kichens & Boihrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & SunRooms / Finished Basements 


Elizabeth Clouti \ 
PAG Mo жш E T M RUBBLE TILE 


Since 1929 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW E dl ж 7003 West Lake Street 


Suite 150 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY “зыр ; EE i : St. Louis Park, MN 55496 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION = === 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 


SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 


952-938-2599 


www.rubbletile.com 


Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 
Free Initial Consultation 


Suite 1600 Medical Arts Building, 825 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 
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LAKE STREET DWELLING 


BY RYAN PATCHIN 


Pioneering Design and superior quality 
by a trusted partner. 


Lake and Lyndale. More than an intersection; it's one of our most 
noteworthy neighborhoods. 

Home to an eclectic mix of people and businesses, Lyn-Lake is 
steeped in history, yet invariably contemporary. A new housing develop- 
ment aims to serve the neighborhood and the people who call it home. 

Lake Street Dwelling, the first of a three-building project, offers 
brand new, affordable housing, based on section 42 guidelines. Aimed 
at the workforce population, renters who meet the qualifications can 
take advantage of the section 42 federal tax program, putting them in a 
brand-new building, with an affordable rent, in the heart of Minneapolis. 

With 111 units ranging from studios up to two-bedrooms, Lake 
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Street Dwelling will provide high quality apartments in an ideal loca- 
tion. Opening Fall 2020, the concept promises to change the game in 
working-class housing. 

Amenities: Yes! Full size appliances adorn the gourmet kitchens 
within the units that also feature modern, plank-flooring. Distinctive 
lighting and ceramic bathrooms set a luxurious tone in these just-built 
apartments. Residents also have access to the building's numerous ame- 
nities: 

. Fitness Center 

° Dog Run 

° Rooftop Terrace/Patio 

° Coffee Bar 

° Community Grilling Station 
° Bike Room & Repair Station 
• 2 Club Rooms 

• Business Center 

• Green Roof 

'To inquire, applicants can head to Lakestreetdwelling.com and fill 
out an inquiry. The site offers live assistance, getting your questions an- 


Continued on page 22 
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premierpools.com 952.368.6070 


MI LLWORK EXPE RTS! Update your interior doors and mouldings! 


We know homes! 


Bungalows, Colonial, 
Craftsman, Mid-Century, 
Ramblers, Modern 
and more. 


grandavenvedental.com 
651.291.9667 


BESPOKE HOMES 


612.590.8099  Ador-Homes.com LIC #761771 
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swered quickly. Qualifications for the apartments are based on gross an- 
nual income and student status. Price points per unit depend on income 
requirements. 

Lake Street Dwelling’s builder, Lupe Development, serves a broad- 
spectrum of the urban housing audience. Their next two projects, part of 
same campus as Lake Street Dwelling, will position themselves to serve 
other socio-economic niches, as well. 

The Lago is a new construction apartment building with 132-units 
consisting of studios, one-bedroom, and two-bedrooms. The Lago’s 
apartments are not income limited and rents will be in the “middle mar- 
ket” range. This building is also amenities rich, including; rooftop deck 
and club room, fitness center, business center, conference room, under- a , 24 i | 
ground parking, bike storage, a pet wash, and a dog run. The plans also AA. i MEC oov 3 : » 
call for a small retail component. The units will be stylishly finished with | È Кс: 
solid surface countertops, tiled backsplashes, stainless steel appliances, 4 
wood look spring 2021. 


Breaking ground in Spring 2022, Lake Street Dwelling West will 
bookend the luxury build. With 95 income-limited units, consisting of 
studios, one-bedroom, and two-bedroom units, Lake Street Dwelling 
West will have similar amenities as Lake Street Dwelling East, to include; 
club room, conference room, business center, fitness, pet wash, dog run, 
underground parking, and bike storage. This project will also include a 
small retail component. The unit finishes will be consistent with those 
found in Lake Street Dwelling East. 

'This lofty project seeks to keep this vibrant, and culturally impor- 
tant sector of our city bustling. The coronavirus pandemic, combined 
with civil unrest has created unexpected economic challenges for the 
developer, however they continue to focus their efforts. Their continued 
investment in the Lyn-Lake neighborhood looks toward a bright future 
and a safe community. 

From the beginning, Lupe Development's goal has been to create a 
rental community where all residents are welcome and respected. They 
focus on excellent customer service and a premium living experience. 
Pioneering Design and superior quality by a trusted partner. I 
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ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


SODERLIN 


Boilers * Furnace * A/C 
Water Heaters * Toilet * Faucets 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area. 
Emergency Service Available. 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured. LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


ES 


Plan today 
for what 
tomorrow 
may bring! 


Apply now! Fall semester starts Aug. 24. 
ONEBOLDFUTURE.COM/APPLY 


сёз 


DAKOTA COUNTY 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE 


InverZ fills 


Community College 


MEMBERS OF MINNESOTA STATE 


DCTC and Inver Hills are affirmative action, equal opportunity employers/educators. 


This information is available in an alternate format by calling 651-450-3884 
or TTY/Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529. 


brilliance. 


Offering an extensive lighting collection 
and unparalleled service. Shop in-store or 
online—virtual consultations now available! 


CREATIVE-LIGHTING.COM 


SAVE 15% on your next purchase 


Mention this ad or use promo code Lavender15 


CREATIVE 
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GREEN-DURABLE 
QUARVECOM (763) 785-1472 SINCE 1983 


METAL ROOFING & SIDING hee \ 


OF MINNESOTA CONTRACTING 


tel Roofing ® Sidin 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 23 


SCENE 


Photo courtesy of BigStock/motortion 


Times are tough for everyone—even more 
so for the homeless, especially our homeless 
veterans. All proceeds from the silent auction 
will support MACV's programs and initia- 
tives, and their goal to eradicate homelessness 
among veterans. 

МАСУ is committed to ensuring that every 
veteran has access to the services and support 
they need to avoid homelessness, and secure 
stable housing. This challenge persists, even 
in the best of times. MACV takes an individual 
approach, providing housing, employment, and 
legal services, tailored to veterans that need it 
most. 

Since the individual circumstances con- 
tributing to homelessness differ, MACV offers 
both permanent supportive housing and tran- 
sitional housing for Veterans. MACV Employ- 
ment Services is a leader in the collaborative 
effort that combines the powers of the Min- 
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PROMOTIONS | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


Lavender+MAGV Silent Auctio 


Lavender Magazine is excited to partner with Minnesota Assistance Council for 
Veterans (МАСА) for а timely, silent-auction fundraiser. 


nesota Department of Employment and Eco- 
nomic Development with local nonprofits, the 
VA, as well as employers throughout the state. 

The МАСУ Vetlaw program combines legal 
outreach, support, and community partner- 
ships to ensure the numerous barriers stand- 
ing in between veterans and stable housing— 
can be overcome. These services are largely 
powered by donations, or through charitable 
community events. 

Your donation makes a difference. You can 
help MAVC in their mission to support home- 
less vets by participating in Lavender's virtual 
silent auction. An eclectic array of items will be 
available for auction, beginning September 10, 
2020. Bidders will have until October 8, 2020 to 
secure an item from Lavender's curated collec- 
tion of goodies. 

Bid early and often! E 

www.32auctions.com/macv2020 


CV 


Ending Veteran 
Homelessness 


hosted by 


LAVENDER 


* My diagnosis doesn't 
get in the way of living 
my best life." 


Take PRIDE in your teeth. 


Your best life, your way. 


Whether facing an immediate concern or planning for 

the future, the experts at the Hub have years of experience 
helping people with disabilities, and the people who 
support them. A free resource. You can ask us anything! 


TT MINT ORTHODONTICS 
1-866-333-2466 disabilityhubmn.org Е Follow us on Facebook! Geoff Sudit DDS, MS 


CV 


Ending Veteran 
Homelessness 


MACV is excited to partner 
with Lavender Magazine on a 


v Ё R ДЕ ЈА L S| | 
_____ AUCTION 
to benefit MINNESOTA ASSISTANCE 
COUNCIL FOR VETERANS 


Bid NOW at 2 auctions 


А live: now XX: october 8: at 8 p.m 


Charitable contributions are tax deductible: MACV is a non- profit organization | resistor 


Rl 
Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans 


1000 University Ave. St. Paul | www.MAC-V.org 
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Clare 
Housing 


Housing is healthcare for 
people living with HIV. 


It might not be an immediately intuitive 
idea, but Cary Lenore Walski, who has been 
a Copilot Communications Consultant with 
Clare Housing for the last six years, explains 
the relationship between housing and health- 
care deftly. “Imagine being homeless and living 
with HIV. You may have a number of medica- 
tions you need to take. Some might need to 
be refrigerated. Some taken with food. Some 
without. It would be impossible to manage it all 
while struggling to find a place to sleep each 
night. Health takes a back seat when you’re 
homeless.” 

Since its foundation in 1987 Clare Housing 
has worked tirelessly to provide the resources 
that people with HIV and AIDS need. Walski ex- 
plains the early days of Clare Housing further: 
“Already disowned by their families because of 
their sexual orientation or gender identifica- 
tion, and too often refused nursing home beds 
by licensed medical professionals at the time, 
people dying of complications of AIDS had lit- 
erally nowhere to go except the hospice homes 
that later became Clare Housing." 

Clare Housing has changed since its early 
days of hospice homes, consistently remaining 
a vital resource for Minnesotans by actively re- 
sponding to the needs of its community. “We 
now offer affordable housing in apartment 
buildings and Care Homes to extremely low- 
income residents living with HIV," Walski ex- 
plains, ^A majority of our residents have a his- 
tory of homelessness." 

Clare Housing has recently begun work on 
a new project: an apartment complex in Bloom- 
ington called Bloom Lake Flats. Currently 
projected to open "in late 2021, this apartment 
building will bring revitalization to the Lake 
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COMMUNITY BY HOLLY PETERSON 


Street corridor, and provide 42 new units of 
housing to people living with HIV," Walski says, 
*For the first time ever, 15 units will be dedi- 
cated to families. It will feature green space and 
a play area for children." There are many ele- 
ments that go into the design of Bloom Lake 
Flats, but chief among them is that these apart- 
ments feel like homes - not just housing. 

'This project is being undertaken in tandem 
with the local non-profit Project for Pride in Liv- 
ing, which is a collaboration that Clare Housing 
values highly. “Clare Housing leadership works 
hard with our project partners like PPL to pro- 
duce affordable housing that anyone would feel 
proud to live in, and we think it shows," Walski 
says. 

Clare Housing has also been fortunate 
enough to add Phoebe Trepp to their team as 
an Executive Director. “Phoebe is a big believer 


that an organization thrives when its staff and 
service participants thrive," says Walski, "She 
is dedicated to continuing Clare Housing's peo- 
ple-centered approach to its work." 

Trepp, who is beyond excited to return to 
her hometown of Minneapolis, left another 
Executive Director position at Willis Dady 
Homeless Services in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Her 
experience there combined with her Masters 
in Public Health make her uniquely suited to 
"help the organization play its part in closing 
the housing gap for the remaining 1,000 Min- 
nesotans living with HIV who will be homeless 
or insecurely housed tonight," according to 
Walski. 

Clare Housing has put decades of work into 
improving the lives of Minnesotans and there 
has never been a better time to support their 
hard work. This September 30th, they will be 


hosting a COVID-friendly fundraiser in tandem 
with A Place to Call Home. 

'The event, which is a socially distanced, 
drive-in movie style fundraiser, will be held at 
the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. This Great 
Minnesota Give Together has a little some- 
thing for everyone. ^We will kick-off with an up- 
lifting hour-long fundraising program featuring 
inspirational stories," Walski says, “The pro- 
gram will be followed by an intermission drag 
show with MC Mary Brewster and friends Mia 
Dorr, Dramatica, Anastasia C. Principle, and 
DJ DiDi. After intermission, we'll host a free 
showing of the motion picture musical RENT!" 
On top of the entertainment, there will be food 
trucks serving BBQ, ice cream, tacos, corn 
dogs, cheese curds, and mini donuts. The Riv- 
erview Theater will be serving complimentary 
popcorn. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a lot 
from so many of us,” says Walski, “A Place to 
Call Home will be a socially distanced event 
that offers us all a chance to reconnect at a safe 
distance, and party with a purpose." 

Space is limited and registration is required. 
Admission is free. Guests can sign up today at 
claredrivein.eventbrite.com or clarehousing. 
org. I 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 27 


LIVES 


COMMUNITY | BY KASSIDY TARALA 


A 


QUORUM'S 2020 
NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY 


LUNCHEON 
Friday, October 9, 2020 


COVID-19 Can't Keep 
Quorum Quiet 


Quorum’s National Coming Out Day luncheon will look a bit different this year, 
but their LGBTQ« pride will be anything but quiet. 


“We will not win our rights by staying quietly in our closets.” -Harvey 
Milk 

These famous, powerful words are the inspiration behind this year’s 
luncheon with Quorum, the LGBTQ+ and Allied chamber of commerce 
for Minnesota, for National Coming Out Day, which is on Sunday, Oc- 
tober 11. The 27th annual luncheon will be on Friday, October 9 from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 

“Our community luncheon gives voice to the power of living openly, 
honestly, and with authenticity at work, in our families, in our faith com- 
munities, and across our lives,” says Rebecca Waggoner, executive di- 
rector of Quorum. “The realities of living an authentic life are deeper 
than being &quot;out&quot;. We all have many layers of identity and 
we must work together to create a world where people can bring their 
“whole self" to everything they do." 

Quorum's National Coming Out Day luncheon serves as a celebra- 
tion of both individuality and community, something that is even more 
important this year during COVID-19 isolation. 

"The tide of history will continue to change only when we honor 
our identities with pride and live with joy, openness, and truth. Com- 
ing out STILL MATTERS. Every person who speaks up continues to Images courtesy of Quorum 
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change hearts and minds, and creates new advocates for equality," Wag- 
goner says. “We hope you will join us as our community celebrates the 
strength, courage and wisdom of LGBTQ+ and Allied people who have 
braved their own unique journeys to now live openly and authentically... 
and with pride." 

Because of the current pandemic, Waggoner says they made the de- 
cision to go entirely virtual for this year's luncheon to protect the health 
of the community. 

“Rather than hosting a large 800+ in-person gathering, we have gone 
completely virtual. Keeping our community as safe as possible is our 
utmost priority. Using the new conference app Hopin, we are not only 
able to have an amazing panel of speakers that we can now share all over 
the country, but we have also added an LGBTQ+ and Allied Business 
Summit," Waggoner says. "The Summit provides crucial education and 
support to our members and stakeholders and is designed to be highly 
interactive. Additionally, as in past years, we are also hosting a Vendor 
Expo. This year it will be virtual and allows participants to interact safely 
with our amazing members and supporters." 

While Quorum has been around for twenty-five years, and therefore 
evolved quite a bit, Waggoner says two things have remained true: the 
community and dedication to LGBTQ+ folks. 

^We are truly—what I like to call—a Quorum Village. We are there 
for each other through all of life's celebrations and through difficult 
times," she says. "And we continue to drive value to our members with 
things like LGBT Business Certification, education events, and network- 
ing. However, we are doing it on a much bigger scale these days." 

Quorum also now awards two scholarships with PFund Foundation 
to LGBTQ+ students pursuing education in business and entrepreneur- 
ship, as an investment in the next generation of business leaders. 

Because community is so vital to Quorum, Waggoner says it became 
clear pretty early on that COVID-19 would have serious impacts on the 
business community. 

"As the pandemic has increased in severity, we have seen businesses 
close temporarily and permanently; we have seen significant unemploy- 
ment across all sectors; and we have seen the toll on the LGBTQ+ com- 
munity as they isolate and shelter in place," she says. “We started a new 
series, Thrive Thursday, which provides insight, training, and support 
on topics related to business during emergent situations. These are free 
via Zoom each week over the lunch hour. Additionally, we are providing 
our members with links to resources to support their businesses." 

Lastly, Quorum is continuing to have its networking and education 
events (via Zoom, of course) to maintain relationships with others in the 
LGBTQ+ community, which is especially important now. 

^We want you and your business to weather the storm and know that 
Quorum has your back," Waggoner adds. 

To register for Quorum's virtual National Coming Out Day luncheon, 
you can sign up for free at hopin.to/events/quorum-s-2020-national- 
coming-out-day-luncheon-and-conference. For more information about 
Quorum, visit twincitiesquorum.com. i 
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THE HISTORIC WATER STREET INN 


STAYCATION 


* Charlie's Restaurant & Irish Pub 

« NEW Rooftop Patio: Papa's 

• 61 Guest Rooms (NEW ADDITION) 
* Elegant & Modern Rooms 

* Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces 

* River Front Balconies 

* Event Coordinator & Concierge 

* Meeting / Banquet Rooms 

• Weddings & Receptions 

e LIVE Irish Music Every Fri & Sat 


Use Promo Code: PRIDE 
to get a $20 Pub Credit to 
use during your stay! 


WATERSTREETINN.US 
651-439-6000 
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Leather What-TO 
(Pandemic Edition) 


Life has changed during the COVID-19 pandemic, and that includes 
life in the leather/ BDSM/fetish community. The pandemic has been 
with us for months, and there seems to be no indication of how many 
more months we will need to keep washing our hands, wearing our face 
masks, and practicing social distancing. 

We are a community, and a culture, that prioritizes safety. Currently, 
we can't safely do many of the things we used to enjoy doing, and we 
don't know when it will be safe to do them again. So what do we do in 
this state of limbo and lockdown? We have a choice: We can dwell on 
everything we can't do right now, and we can wish circumstances were 
otherwise. Enough of that and we become bored, angry, disheartened, 
and depressed. 

Or we can approach things differently. Yes, there are things we can't 
do now, but a time will come when we will have fewer limitations and 
restrictions. Instead of bemoaning all the things we can't do now, we 
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can spend our time focusing on things we can do now— things that will 
prepare us for that future day when we can be with people again. We can 
make an investment now of our time, talents, and energy—doing things 
that we can accomplish within the health constraints of the pandemic, 
to prepare for the time when those health constraints will lessen. When 
that time comes, the investments we make now in preparing for that time 
will pay off handsomely. 

If you're like me, you have many tasks you want to accomplish and 
things you want to do “someday, when there's time." Well, someday is 
here, and now there's plenty of time. Use it—invest it—wisely. Each ac- 
tivity you do now, in addition to being enjoyable, enriching, and fulfilling, 
is your own personal statement that you believe life will not always be 
like this. You'll be better prepared for the time when the pandemic re- 
cedes and community life and events blossom again. 

With these thoughts in mind, here is a beginning of a list of possible 


things that can be done now to prepare for the day when we can again 
enjoy each other's company in person. Some of these activities can 
be done alone. Some can be done with a significant other, or one or 
more members of your pandemic pod or bubble, should you be lucky 
enough to have one. 

* Let's start with probably the most obvious suggestion: Clean and 
polish your boots, leathers, and other fetish gear. That way they will be 
ready to go when we can socialize again. 

* Take up leathercraft, or use your existing skills to create some- 
thing new that you'll be able to wear or use when times get better. I 
have been part of many workshops dealing with how to create kinky 
toys or wearables from common household items—once you let your 
creativity run wild and get some ideas, making the ideas real isn't that 
difficult. 

Also keep in mind that hardware stores, those treasure houses of 
kinky raw materials, are considered "essential businesses" and are 
therefore open for shopping if you wear a face mask. 

* Develop or practice your whipping skills. An excellent resource 
for beginners is Let's Get Cracking! (Second Edition): The How-To Book 
of Bullwhip Skills, by Robert Dante. Learn about whip safety and tech- 
nique, and then find a fence or set up a sawhorse, put some empty cans 
on it, and practice knocking them off with the whip. Practice makes 
perfect! Bonus: Since you want to maintain a "safety bubble" around 
the flying tip of the whip, you're automatically doing social distancing 
at the same time. 

* Practice or enhance your rope skills. Learn some new knots. 
Practice tying and untying them to get faster at it. You technically don't 
need another person for this— although practicing with another per- 
son, done safely, could make things more interesting. 

* Read a book you have been wanting to read “someday.” Maybe 
that book is already sitting on your bookshelf or in a pile to read later. 
Or maybe you can order the book or download it. Reading a book ex- 
ploring leather history, technique, or philosophy can be interesting 
now and enriching for the future. Or enjoy a brief, exhilarating escape 
to another world (a world without a pandemic going on) by reading 
some fantasy fiction. 

* Preserve your own personal leather history. Write a letter to fu- 
ture leather generations about your experiences in leather, and those 
of your friends and your generation. Or make an audio or video record- 
ing of yourself as you reminisce. And share those written or recorded 
reminiscences with the community by sending them to the Leather 
Archives & Museum and/or Minnesota Leather Pride, or share your 
reminiscences with other kinky folks on social media. 

* Organize your photos and other leather memorabilia and put 
them in physical or digital scrapbooks or albums. This is another big 
"someday, when there's time" project for most people. Well, someday 
is today, and there's lots of time. Do it now while you have the opportu- 
nity. Both now and in the future, people will thank you. 

* Beon the lookout for virtual community gatherings. The Leather 
Archives & Museum, Minnesota Leather Pride, Cleveland Leather An- 
nual Weekend (CLAW), Knights of Leather, and others are organizing 
virtual events, gatherings, or hangouts. For now, it's something, and 
it'S so much better than sitting alone, being bored, and resenting our 
circumstances. 

Keep in mind that the above list is just a beginning. Perhaps this list 
will spark ideas for other things that can be done within the limitations 
of this strange time and that will pay big dividends when times are 
again not so strange. Ё 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


The Eighth Detective Alex Pavesi 
Henry Holt and Company 
$26.99 

Julia Hart visits Grant Mc Allister at the ageing 
mathematician’s isolated Mediterranean island. Thirty 
years ago, McAllister had distilled all genres of mys- 
tery stories into mathematical equations, and pub- 
lished The White Murders, seven stories illustrating 
lurid examples of his theory. Hart wishes to republish 
the privately issued original, replacing McAllister’s 
appended research paper with a more commercially 
accessible Introduction of her own. McAllister posited 
that four “ingredients” exist in every murder mystery, 
and now they are revealed as Hart reads each and dis- 
cusses them with the author. But Hart begins to detect 
discrepancies in every story: Mistakes? Clues? McAl- 
lister is evasive; his memory is poor; it was all a long 
time ago. Hart pursues her quarry to the end-a gristly, 
twisty, ending. Of sorts. 


Superman Smashes the Klan 
Gene Luen Yang, art by Gurihiru 
DC Comics 
$16.99 

Based on the 1940's radio show, The Amazing 
Superman, Yang and Gurihiru's graphic novel offers 
heroes and villains, smash and flash, yet explores the 
pain of being an outsider. It's 1946; teens Roberta and 
Tommy Lee and parents have left Chinatown for a new 
home in Metropolis. One night theyre wakened by 
smoke, flames, and ugly threats. The Clan of the Fiery 
Cross. Later, robed figures abduct Tommy. Roberta 
seeks help at The Daily Planet; Clark Kent overhears 
and, as Superman, mounts a rescue. Superman him- 
self is an alien still damping many super powers, and 
Roberta is "just a girl." Yang neatly weaves his themes- 
coming into your powers-making his points without 
preaching, stating clearly many lessons that grudging 
humanity has yet to learn. 


Hideous Beauty 


William Hussey 
Usborne Publishin 
$14.49 

First love is unforgettable, and forbidden love is a 
minefield. Dylan, still in the closet, is smitten by new 
student Ellis Bell. The attraction is mutual, and for a 
brief period, angels sing. Suddenly, exposed at school 
on video, Dylan is out. But holding heads high, they're 
together at a school dance. Leaving the festivities, inse- 
cure Dylan badgers El to share some private informa- 
tion. El refuses, and distracted, tragedy befalls. Dylan 
suffers survivor's guilt, but knows someone saved him. 
Who, and why didn't they save EI? Dylan still has his 
best friend, Mike, who is undergoing chemo for leuke- 
mia, but is alone searching for the supposed killer. An- 
swers are sometimes more difficult than the questions, 
and Dylan has a difficult but well-told path to lead him. 
In a Midnight Wood 
Ellen Hart 
Minotaur Books 
$26.99 

Restaurateur, private investigator, podcaster, Jane 
Lawless, and best friend, theater director Cordelia 
Thorn enters tiny Castle Lake to visit a friend and 
contribute to the upcoming Arts Fair. Jane's podcasts 
involve Minnesota cold cases, and there's one-a miss- 
ing high school senior from 1999-in Castle Lake. 
Fortuitously, his remains have just been found: in a 
graveyard, under a recently-exhumed coffin. In time 
for the Class of 1999's 20th Reunion. Cold case to 
the law, but a significant number of classmates know 
much, much more. No deeper wells of secrets, hidden 
passions, sexual surprises exist than those nurtured in 
small-town social pressure-cookers. A tangled cast of 
characters, and Jane finally confesses to Cordelia the 
legacy left her by now-deceased lover-albatross, Julia. ll 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising 9 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOGIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner 
for a diverse business community. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
for your future. 

1-866-333-2466 

wwvw.disabilitynubmn.org 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Alzheimer's Association 

Providing free care consultations, 
community education programs, a 24/7 
helpline and support groups throughout 
Minnesota. 

7900 W. 78th St., Ste. 100 

Edina, MN 55439 

Helpline 800-272-3900 

alz.org/mnnd 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


One Heartland 

Camp True Colors for LGBTQ+ youth and 
Camp Heartland for youth impacted by 
HIV/AIDS. 

26001 Heinz Rd. 

Willow River, MN 55795 

(888) 545-6658 

www.oneheartland.org 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee clinic that also 
accepts insurance & assistance programs. 
Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 

www JustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Pride Institute 

Provides residential and outpatient 
treatment services for substance use 
disorder and addition exclusively to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

14400 Martin Dr. Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
55344 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

(888) 616-5031 

www.pride-institute.com 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
Free admission daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theatre and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 
952.934.1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


32 | LAVENDER | SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 7, 2020 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
www.icgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


SENIOR SERVICES 


Senior Community Services 
Provides caregiver support, resource 
counseling for seniors, home chores for 
seniors, and Medicare support. 

10201 Wayzata Blvd., #335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 

www.mndnr.gov/parks 


Stonewall Sports - Minneapolis 
LGBTQ+ community-based sports 
organization with new dodgeball, kickball 
and tennis seasons starting throughout the 
year. Visit our website to subscribe and 
receive season registration updates. 
www.stonewallminneapolis.org 


TRAVEL 


Destination Northeast 

A hyperlocal tool connecting visitors 
to some of the best parts of Northeast 
Minneapolis. 

2329 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
info@destination-ne.us 
www.destination-ne.us 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@Discoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.Discoverstillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
ww.visitduluth.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 

The Bridge For Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
other resources for runaway and homeless 
youth. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 

www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


| Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Family Owned & 
N Operated Since 1950 


HAGEN S 2222) 


Estimates 7am-5pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls + 612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


Sight-in Package 


m. 7 „я 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT's TREE SERVICE | 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


| Office: 612-706-8210 


Minnesota’s Plumbing 
& HVAC Contractors 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Support for Gender Non-Conforming Teens, 
Young Adults, and Their Families 
Elizabeth Freund, LMFT 
Cypress Road 


Life Transition Counseling, LLC 
(612) 718-3966 
elizabeth@cypressroadltc.com 


REAL ESTATE 


CULE 


M 


COLDWELL BANKER 


LAKE bibi 
DHELLIRS 


(612) 688-9296 
www.lakestreetdwelling.com 


Quantities Limited • Restrictions Apply 
Income Compliance Required 


TRAVEL AGENCIES 


On the Level Travel 


Your warm weather 
destination expert 
Specializing in Cruises 
and the Caribbean 


612-229-6541 


www.ontheleveltravel.com 


FA 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Bid on 
3D )auctions 


Ending Veteran | 
Homelessness 


Let's eradicate 


homelessness 
among Ai! veterans! 


MACV is a non-profit organization 
registered in the State of Minnesota 
(EIN. 41-1694717). 

Charitable contributions are tax deductible. 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


DAPPLED SUNLIGHT 


As I’ve written before, I’m woefully senti- 
mental. One of the things I’m greatly attached 
to is a pastel drawing by an artist named Karen 
Hoyt—as you can see from the cover of my 
2013 memoir, Getting to Ellen, the drawing ap- 
pears above the title line. 

To explain, the girls in the drawing are my 
daughters when they were about six and four. 
They often wrote words or drew images in 
chalk on the driveway of our nearly 100-year- 
old-house in Cedar Rapids. Here, they’re 
caught writing out “W-E-L-C,” the beginning of 
“Welcome Home Daddy.” 

The drawing also portrays a summer day. 
You know this because there are spots of what 
appears to be sunlight shining down onto the 
driveway. Anyone closely viewing the drawing 
will discern that somewhere nearby is a tall, 
leaf-filled tree through which sunlight is filter- 
ing as it pops in and fades out. 

If you've read my book, you know that I call 
those sunspots “dappled sunlight," and they 
become an important metaphor for my per- 
sonal story of self-discovery. You'd also learn 
that sometimes I joined my daughters in their 
driveway chalk activities, which lent to memo- 
ries that I now savor. 

The *dappled sunlight drawing" has loomed 
large in my life ever since my ex-wife surprised 
me with it on Christmas Day, 1998. For a long 
time, the framed drawing hung over the fireplace 
of our family home. When I moved out to become 
me, a woman named Ellen (Ellie to her friends), 
Ilet my ex- wife keep the drawing for the memo- 
ries of happier days that it offered. When my ex- 
wife relocated out of state, I took back the draw- 
ing and it now hangs directly above the space 
where I'm composing this piece. 

'The tree in the drawing, which you know 
exists but cannot see, was a stately 50' tall shag- 
bark hickory. It stood proudly right next to the 
concrete driveway-turned-chalk-canvas pictured 
in the drawing and was ever-present whenever 
Ileft home for work, or as my daughters and I 
longed for, returned at the end of a busy day. 

There are two things to know about shag- 
bark hickories. First, come late summer, you'd 
be smart to not park a vehicle under one be- 
cause the hickory nuts they produce are large 
and heavy and capable of denting even the 
strongest car roof or hood. Second, and most 
importantly, the rutted and thick surface of a 
shagbark hickory peels slightly upward, in 
layers. It’s a magnificent sight—layered bark 
jutting out and up, defying gravity along the 
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length of the tree. Seeing that lends to the 
thought that life itself is layered, too—with the 
good and the bad, with what we gain and what 
we lose, and with hopes of what might be. Frac- 
tured sometimes by what inevitably must be. 

There's a reason I'm sharing all of this: as 
many know, several weeks ago Cedar Rapids 
experienced a horrific wind-and-rain storm 
called a derecho. By some guesses, winds ap- 
proached 100 m.p.h., and some have called the 
storm an “inland hurricane.” 

The derecho slammed into my beloved 
hometown of 130,000 on a Monday in early 
August at around noon. In little more than an 
hour, it damaged or destroyed 1000 structures 
and decimated 65 percent of the city's tree cov- 
er. Among the trees killed was the shagbark 
hickory in the dappled sunlight drawing. The 
tree was snapped in half, its majestic mane of 
leaf cover toppled onto the ground. 

When I saw a photo of the broken tree, a 
part of me died. This journey I've taken in be- 
coming a different person, a woman, has result- 
ed in many people and things lost. The death of 
this tree constituted yet one more loss. 

It's perhaps because of those losses that I've 
become so sentimental, holding many things 
dear. It's not easy on my heart or psyche, and 
certainly, it comes with a price. Heck, there's 
even a real financial cost: I’m paying monthly 
for a storage unit filled with things from my 
past, including bins of my daughters' toys, 
clothes, and books—yes, I'm keeping them for 
my daughters to pass on to their kids. 

The storage unit isn't cheap but then again, 
the things it contains are priceless. 

Or at least, that's what I tell myself. The ra- 
tional —and Buddhist—part of me reminds that 
it does no good to have attachments to things. 

After all, they're just "things." Yet, those 
things are linked to precious life moments and 
the people I loved. On many days, I yearn to get 
those moments and people back, if for just an 
afternoon or even an hour. 

Of course, that's not possible. 

Just like drops of sunlight pop onto a drive- 
way, moments and people pop into our lives. 
We would all be good to cherish them while 
they're here, while we have them, before they 
fade away. li 


Ellen (Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A 
Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change 
(2013). She speaks and trains on diversity and inclusion 
topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can also 
sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. She welcomes 
your comments at ellenkrugwriter(dgmail.com. 
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JAMEZ SITINGS | BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


PRIMARY 
TRANS MODE 


It took some time 

to get comfortable 

after the white-supremacist occupation. 
No one said I was making things up. 

No one said I was over-reacting this time. 
No one has told me I'm being too sensitive. 
No friendships have ended. 


No faggots have attacked me for calling out 
racism. 


No one is questioning my lived experience. 
George Floyd gets Murdered on Camera. 
Iget invited on bike rides. 

Its taken some time 


For me to get comfortable with biking 


again. W 


Make sure your business, 
organization or event is part of 


LAVENDER'S 2021 
PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota's annual LGBTQ+ guide featuring 
LGBTQ-friendly businesses, organizations 
and wedding resources. 


Deadline: Published: 
December 9, 2020 December 31, 2020 


Call 612-456-4660 


to speak with a sales executive and reserve your space today. 


Schneiderman's 


URNITURE 


( i ТГ, 
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Lakeville Plymouth Roseville Woodbury Duluth 
952.455.5599 763.551.3544 651.633.7042 651.730.0321 218.723.2302 


schneidermans.com 


